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one by which the princes would enter, and
guards were stationed in the adjoining rooms,
as well as all round the house and in the
verandas. Most of the officers were ignorant
of what was intended, and they were joking
with me, and trying to find out whether I
were in the secret or not, while we were
waiting for the Maharajah to arrive.

Meanwhile the written orders of the
Government of India had to be translated into
Manipuri, and for this purpose two of the
office clerks and the Burmese interpreter were
brought to the Residency and given the
papers to translate. The orders were lengthy,
and the translation of them took some time.
Each of the clerks had a sentry placed over
him, and they all had to swear an oath
that they would not divulge one word to
anyone of the contents of the papers given
them to translate. Some time before they
were completed the regent and #//his brothers
arrived at the Residency gate- I have laid
particular stress on the word all, because